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SUMMARY 

 

CFA Archaeology Ltd carried out an archaeological evaluation on land south-west of 

Broomhill Lane, Reepham in advance of a proposed residential development. The 

programme of works targeted an area of archaeological interest identified in a 

geophysical survey. Twenty-four trenches were excavated across the two fields, mostly 

targeting geophysical anomalies forming enclosures. Only the trenches in the northern 

field revealed archaeological features, among which were several field boundaries of 

post-medieval date, and a group of quarry pits by the southern edge of the field. The 

relatively large area affected by the quarrying and a variety of residual finds dating 

from early Middle Ages to the 18th century indicate that quarrying was the main 

activity within the Site. Tithe maps from the 19th century indicate that this activity 

ceased before the 1840s. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. General 

 

This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation undertaken by CFA 

Archaeology Ltd (CFA) between the 20
th

 and 30
th

 of August 2019 on a proposed 

housing development on land south-west of Broomhill Lane, Reepham, Norfolk. The 

work was commissioned by Lanpro on behalf of Lovell. 

 

The work was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) 

dated August 2019 covering this programme of works, produced by Lanpro and 

approved by the Norfolk Historic Environment Service as advisors to Broadland 

Council. 

 

The site archive is currently held by CFA Archaeology and will be deposited with the 

appropriate repository in due course. 

 

1.2. Planning Background 

 

Planning consent is being sought for a proposed residential development. Consultation 

with Norfolk Historic Environment Service (consultation ref. CNF47291) has 

confirmed that a programme of trenching should be undertaken in order to inform the 

need for and extent of any further archaeological mitigation (ref. CNF47291). 

 

1.3. Background 

 

The Site was located on the south-west side of Broomhill Lane, Reepham and it 

comprised approximately 7 hectares of land centred at Grid Reference TG 094 224 

(Fig. 1). The is site confined to the east with Reepham High School; Broomhill Lane 

ran through the centre of the site; and agricultural land bounded it to the north, west 

and south. The site comprised an agricultural field to the north (Northern Field) and 

school playing fields to the south (Southern Field).  

 

The underlying geology of the Site is described by the British Geological Survey (BGS 

2016) as Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation, Seaford Chalk Formation, Newhaven Chalk 
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Formation, Culver Chalk Formation and Portsdown Chalk Formation. Superficial 

deposits are recorded as Sheringham Cliffs Formation - clay, silt, sand and gravel. 

(http://www.bgs.ac.uk). 

 

1.4. Archaeological Background 

 

No formal desk-based assessment of the Site has been undertaken: consultation with 

NHES confirmed that little is known of the surrounding area and that a desk-based 

assessment would be unlikely to produce any meaningful information. A refreshed 

search of Norfolk HER (NHER Enquiry 19_08_17, centred at TG 09498 22473) 

yielded 98 heritage assets within a 1km radius of the Site, though none are recorded 

within the Site itself. 

 

The nearest HER assets to the Site were registered as finds spots on fields surveyed by 

metal detectorists. Immediately to the south of the Site (MNF33505) many metal finds 

dating from the Anglo-Saxon to post-medieval periods were recovered. Less than 

300m to the east another field was thoroughly searched by metal detectorists between 

1999 and 2012. A plethora of finds was recovered, ranging from Neolithic flints, 

Anglo-Saxon brooches, fragments of metal vessels and a post-medieval stylus. Similar 

types of NHER assets were found 380m to the WSW of the Site, with finds dating 

from the Lower Palaeolithic to the post-medieval period (MNF39886). A late medieval 

signet ring was found approximately 360m to the NE of the Site (MNF7434).  

 

Fen Causeway Roman Road (MNF2796) passes around 550m south of the Site. 

 

In the centre of the town were a medieval cemetery (MNF54728) and the ruins of a 

medieval church (MNF7471). Additionally, a number of find spots dating to the 

medieval and post-medieval period are known from the town. A localised find of late 

Saxon and medieval pottery (MNF7445) was found 550m to the NE of the Site. Other 

find spots include Neolithic flint axeheads (MNF33940 and MNF24788) and a 

medieval coin find (MNF15029).  

 

Moreover a number of historical buildings were registered in proximity to the Site, 

mainly to the east (MNF46430) and north-east, in the centre of the town. The majority 

of the buildings are dated to the post-medieval period (MNF45838, MNF46438, 

MNF46477, MNF46478, MNF46479, MNF21558, MNF46480, MNF45814, 

MNF45815, MNF44646, MNF45817, MNF43548, MNF46431, MNF 45806, 

MNF45807, MNF45808, MNF28678, MNF46390, MNF46387, MNF45285, 

MNF62566, MNF18881). 

 

The c.1840 Tithe Map indicates that the site lay within agricultural land surrounding 

Reepham, and that the northern field comprised two parcels, divided approximately 

down its centre. This dividing boundary is seen to have been removed by the date of 

the First Edition Ordnance Survey map in the late 19th century. The southern field was 

turned into playing fields for Reepham High School during the 1960s.  

 

A geophysical survey was undertaken in June 2019 (Davies 2019) and the results are 

summarised below: 
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The survey at Reepham has not identified any anomalies of definite 

archaeological interest, however a number of linear trends and discrete 

anomalies of uncertain origin have been mapped, including a couple of ditch-like 

anomalies and a tentative sub-oval feature. A former field boundary has been 

identified, while evidence of modern ploughing can be seen across the northern 

part of the site. Natural magnetic responses are visible in both areas. Strong 

ferrous responses in the southern field are a result of goalposts and other features 

on the school playing field. 

 

1.5. Objectives 

 

The aim of the project, as specified by WSI, was to obtain sufficient information to 

establish the presence/absence, character, extent, state of preservation and date of any 

archaeological deposits within the area of the proposed development. 

 

This was achieved through the following objectives: 

 To determine the location, extent, date, character, function, condition and 

significance of any archaeological remains within the development site. 

 To excavate and record identified archaeological features and deposits to a 

level appropriate to their extent and significance. 

 To assess the potential for survival of environmental evidence.  

 To inform a strategy to avoid or mitigate impacts of the proposed development 

on surviving archaeological remains. 

 To undertake sufficient post-excavation assessment to confidently interpret 

identified archaeological features. 

 To report the results of the evaluation and place them in their local and regional 

context. 

 To compile and deposit a site archive with the Norfolk Museums Service. 

 

The programme of archaeological investigation was recognized as having the potential 

to contribute to research priorities identified in Research and Archaeology Revisited: a 

revised framework for the East of England (Medleycott 2011), however, until the 

results of the informative trenching were known, specific research objectives could not 

be identified. 

 

The investigation also took account of the national research programmes outlined in 

the English Heritage (now Historic England) Strategic Framework for Historic 

Environment Activities and Programmes in Historic England (SNHESE), first 

published in 2008. 
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2. WORKING METHODS 

 

2.1. General 

 

CFA Archaeology Ltd follows the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of 

Conduct, Standards and Guidance (CIfA 2014a, 2014b). 

 

2.2. Trenching  

 

Trenches located within the northern field targeted potential archaeological features 

identified by the geophysical survey. The geophysical data from the southern field was 

heavily affected by metal objects and structures associated with the school playground, 

therefore trenches were spread in a random pattern. All trenches measured 50m x 

1.8m, with exception of Trench 01, which was slightly shorter due to ecological 

restraints. Trench 20 was not dug, as it lay on the school rugby pitch. 

  

2.3. Excavation and Recording Strategy 

 

The character, composition and general depositional sequence were recorded on pro 

forma context sheets conforming to CIfA standards (2014b) and CFA’s quality 

manuals. Features were hand excavated. Sections were drawn at 1:10 and 1:20 and a 

full photographic record comprising digital images in RAW format was maintained. 

Spoil and features were scanned with a metal detector at all stages of the evaluation. 

The trenches and features were surveyed using RTK initialized GNSS equipment 

accurate to 8mm horizontally and 12mm vertically and related to the Ordnance Survey 

grid and ordnance datum. 

 

2.4. Archiving 

 

The archive will contain all the data collected during the archaeological works, 

including all digital and paper records, finds and environmental samples. It will be 

quantified, ordered, indexed and internally consistent and will comply fully with the 

relevant guidelines (MGC 1994, HE 2015). 

 

The archive is divided into paperwork files, digital archives stored on a transferable 

disk, and the finds record which consists of pottery and CBM. 

 

The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, finds, plans and reports, will be 

deposited with the Norfolk Museums Service and will conform to current guidelines 

(Brown 2011, MGC 1994, SMA 1995, UKIC 1990 and EH 2006) ensuring the proper 

transfer of ownership. The project report shall include an index to the site archive. The 

archive will be marked with the event number ENF146471.  

 

An appropriate OASIS form was completed for the site, the summary is included as 

Appendix 2. 
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3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 

 

3.1. General 

 

The geophysical survey data showed an uneven dispersion of anomalies within the 

Site. The outcome of this evaluation only partially confirmed initial interpretation by 

the geophysical team. The Site is described using the geophysical anomalies as a base.  

 

The location of the trenches and geophysical anomalies are shown in Fig. 1; a 

summary of the contexts is contained in Appendix 1.  

 

The geology of the Site varied between the northern and southern fields. The northern 

field’s substrate was slightly compact, sandy silty clay with gravel patches and 

frequent natural flint nodules. The southern field’s substrate was loose dark yellow to 

brown sand with occasional angular and sub angular flint nodules. The natural 

substrate in Trenches 22-24 consisted mostly of yellow sands.  

 

No archaeological features were found in the southern field or in Trenches 05 and 13 

in the northern field. 

 

3.2. Geophysical survey results 

 

While the Southern Field was seemingly devoid of any anomalies interpreted as 

archaeological in origin, a number of possible archaeological anomalies were 

identified within the Northern Field. Most of the anomalies identified by the 

geophysical survey were confirmed by this evaluation as being archaeological in 

origin.  

 

3.3. Evaluation results 

 

Central enclosure 

 

A geophysical anomaly of a large rectangular enclosure on a N-S axis was present in 

the central part of the Northern Field. The geophysical data for this feature varied in 

quality, with the western boundary giving the best response. This anomaly included a 

smaller, almost oval enclosure, at its NE corner.  

 

The larger enclosure was targeted by Trenches 04, 07 and 10. The smaller of the 

enclosures was targeted by Trench 08. The larger enclosure was also cut by a modern 

field boundary visible on historical maps, which was targeted by Trenches 10 and 16.  

 

Trench 04 targeted the northern ditch of the larger enclosure (Fig. 1). A ditch (0404) 

(Fig. 4) on an E-W alignment was found in the northern part of the trench; it was 

0.52m wide and 0.18m deep, with gently sloping sides and concave base. The fill was 

mid grey-brown silty sand with irregular stones and CBM flecks (0405).  

 

Trench 07 targeted the western ditch of the larger enclosure. Ditch 0705 (Fig. 5, 17) 

was found in the eastern part of the trench, aligned N-S; it was 0.9m wide and 0.22m 

deep, with a gently sloping eastern side. Fill 0704 was firm, light grey sterile silty 

sand. 
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Trench 10 targeted the eastern ditch of the large enclosure, but no features were found 

apart from the field boundary ditch (1004) (Fig. 8, 26). 

 

Trench 08 targeted two sides of the smaller enclosure (Fig. 1). Two NNE-SSW aligned 

linear feartures [0806] and [0808] were found in the trench, and their location 

corresponded well with the geophysical survey data. Ditch 0806 (Fig. 6, 24, 37) had 

steep sides and a ‘V’-shaped base. It was 2.3m wide and 1m deep and contained two 

fills: the primary fill (0805) consisted of 0.3m of moderately firm, light yellowish-

brown clayey silty sand with medium sized stone inclusions and larger stones 

concentrated on the base, and flint nodules were also encountered. The secondary fill 

(0804) was 0.4m of moderately firm, mid-brown silty sand with frequent small to 

medium sized stones, and flecks of flint were recorded. The feature (0808) was a 

bioturbated hedgerow (Fig. 34), it had a maximum width of 2.8m and a maximum 

depth of 0.2m. It was linear in plan with an irregular base and orientated N-S. 

 

Quarry pits  

 

A number of discrete geophysical anomalies were located in the central-south part of 

the Northern Field. These anomalies were confirmed to be archaeological features, 

most likely quarry pits.  

 

Trench 16 (Fig. 13) targeted two of the discrete geophysical anomalies (Fig. 1). Three 

features were found, interpreted as late medieval to modern quarry pits.  

 

Two larger quarry pits were located in the northern part of the trench. Pit 1606 had an 

irregular shape with almost vertical sides and uneven base (Fig. 13, 35). The pit 

measured 1.80m in diameter and 0.48m in depth. Two fills were identified; the primary 

fill (1607) consisted of loose, dark grey brown with occasional irregular stones, and 

the secondary fill (1608) was loose, mid-grey brown silty sand with charcoal flecks 

and irregular stone inclusions. CBM, iron nails, pottery fragments and a clay pipe were 

found in this fill.  

 

Another pit (1609) (Fig. 13, 31), similar to 1606 and directly south of it, had an 

irregular shape with almost vertical sides and an uneven base. It was 5m in diameter 

and 0.48m deep. Its single fill (1610) was loose, mid-grey brown silty sand, containing 

CBM.  

 

Further south, an equally large pit 1611 (Fig. 13) was found. The pit had an oval plan 

with near vertical sides and a flat base. It was 4.8m in diameter and 0.38m deep. Its 

single fill (1612) was loose, mid-grey brown silty sand with patches of re-deposited 

light yellow clay, irregular stones and charcoal flecks inclusions. CBM and iron nails 

were recovered from the fill.  

 

Trench 15 targeted two geophysical anomalies. The westernmost anomaly targeted by 

this trench was a semi-circular anomaly, which was found to have been caused by a 

change in geology. A modern quarry pit (1505) (Fig. 12, 29) was found in the eastern 

part of the trench. It was unclear in plan with vertical sides and an irregular base. The 

quarry pit was large, and so its full size and orientation was undetermined. Its fill 

(1504) was loose, light brown silty sand. Modern CBM, flints and natural chalk 

inclusions were found. 
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Large pit 

 

A discrete anomaly in the NW corner of the Site was targeted by Trench 01. Pit 0104 

was sub-circular in plan with steep, almost vertical sides and a flat base (Fig. 2, 36). It 

had a diameter of 4.1m and was 1.1m deep. Two fills were identified: the primary fill 

(0105) was yellowish-brown silty clay 0.6m thick, with occasional small sub-angular 

stone inclusions. The secondary fill (0106) was dark greyish-brown, slightly yellowish, 

silty clay with occasional small stone inclusions and was 0.5m thick. The mottled 

nature of both the fills suggests that they were probably formed as a result of 

intentional backfilling, rather than slower natural silting (Fig. 2, 36).  

 

Modern field boundary 

 

A modern field boundary, known from historical sources, was recorded by the 

geophysical survey and targeted by Trenches 10 and 16. The field boundary 

(1004/1605) was on a N-S alignment (Fig. 1). Ditch 1004 (Fig. 10, 26) had moderately 

steep sides and a concave base. It was 0.82m wide and 0.36m deep, filled by loose, 

mid-grey brown silty sand with frequent irregular stones and CBM fragments (1005). 

The same field boundary was found in Trench 16 to the south (Fig. 1). Here it had 

gently sloping sides and concave base (1605) (Fig. 30). It was 1.05m wide and 0.2m 

deep, filled by firm, mid-greyish brown silty sand of a firm compaction with small 

sized stones and occasional pieces of CBM (1604). One large piece of medieval CBM 

and one sherd of 14
th

 century pottery were retrieved during excavation of this feature. 

 

Other field boundaries 

 

Several features, probably field boundaries of various dates, were recorded in the 

geophysical data and confirmed by this evaluation. A linear trend by the northern edge 

of the Site was targeted by Trenches 02 and 03. Another linear anomaly running E-W 

and crossing the southern part of the large enclosure was targeted by Trenches 11 and 

12. A linear trend in the SW corner of the Site was targeted by Trench 14. 

 

No archaeological features were found in Trench 02, but a colluvial deposit was 

observed with a maximum depth of 0.95m. The section has not been reproduced as a 

figure due to its easily describable nature. 

 

In Trench 03 four features were found: a gully (0304) (Fig. 3, 21, 22), a possible 

hedge-line (0306) (Fig. 3, 21, 22) and two furrows in the central part of the trench. 

Gully 0304 was on a NE-SW alignment and was found at the east end of the trench. 

Gully 0304 had gently sloping sides and a concave base and was 0.43m wide and 

0.16m deep. The A single fill (0305) was medium greyish-brown silty sand with 

frequent flint and stone inclusions. A few pieces of modern CBM were found. Gully 

(0304) was cut by a possible hedgerow line (0306). The feature was heavily 

bioturbated and did not present a visible cut hence the section drawing has not been 

reproduced.  

 

To the east of the large enclosure an E-W linear anomaly was targeted by Trench 11 

(Fig. 1). A small gully (1104) (Fig. 9, 19) was found in the southern part of the trench; 

it was 0.70m wide and 0.28m in deep and had moderately steep sides and a concave 

base. Its single fill (1105) consisted of firm, medium orange-brown silty sand with 
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medium to large flint and charcoal flecks. A few small pieces of CBM were found. 

The gully continued into the southern part of Trench 12 (1204) (not shown as a figure 

as it was the same as 1104, Fig. 9, 19). A few pieces of pottery dated to the 16th 

century were found. 

 

Trench 14 in the SW part of the Site targeted an E-W linear anomaly. Ditch 1404 (Fig. 

11, 27) was found to have gently sloping sides and a slightly concave base. It was 

1.06m in wide and 0.16m in deep with a fill (1405) of firm, dark greyish-brown silty 

clay, with occasional small sub-rounded stones. No finds were found. 

 

Other archaeological features 

 

Furrow 0308 (Fig. 3, 23) was on an ENE-WSW alignment and was located 

approximately in the central part of Trench 03: it had a steep southern side and a 

moderately gentle northern side with concave base, measuring 1.15m wide and 0.3m 

deep, and filled by greyish-mid brown silty sand with small sized stone (0307). One 

fragment of CBM was recovered. To the south of 0308 another furrow was recognised 

but not excavated. The alignment of the furrows corresponds with the linear trends 

observed by geophysical survey (Fig. 1). 

 

Trench 09 (Fig. 1) targeted a large geophysical anomaly interpreted as geological in 

nature as well as a possible linear trend on E-W alignment. Some features found in the 

trench did not give a geophysical response.  

 

Three parallel ditches were found. Ditch 0905 (Fig. 7, 18) was on WSW-ENE 

alignment and was in the centre of the trench. It was 0.57m wide and 0.18m deep with 

gradually sloping sides and concave base. The fill (0904) was firm, mid light grey 

brown sandy silt with occasional medium to large angular natural flint. A piece of 

probably LBA pottery was retrieved. Ditch 0907 (Fig. 7, 18, 38) was on a WSW-ENE 

alignment, immediately north of 0905. It had steep sides and a concave base (Fig. 10) 

and was 0.72m wide and 0.22m deep. Its fill (0906) consisted of loose mid-light brown 

sandy silt with occasional angular stones. The third ditch to the north (0908) was 

recorded as a ditch terminus, on an ENE/WSW alignment. It was 0.82m wide and 

0.23m deep, with steep sloping sides and a concave base. The fill (0908) was loose, 

mid-light greyish-brown sandy silt with occasional angular natural flint nodules.  

 

Several archaeological features were found in trenches which did not target any 

geophysical anomalies. In Trench 14, Pit 1406 (Fig. 11) had an irregular plan with 

moderately steep sides and concave base. It was 0.8m wide and 0.34m deep with a fill 

of loose, mid-reddish brown sand with occasional small sub rounded stones (1407). 

The pit was found by the side of the trench so its full diameter could not be 

determined. No finds were found. 

 

Trench 17 was located in the SE corner of the northern field (Fig. 1). A pit (1704) (Fig. 

14, 20) and a ditch (1706) were found in the eastern part of the trench. Pit 1704 was 

sub-circular in plan with steep to vertical sides and uneven base (Fig. 20), measuring 

1.15m in diameter and 0.5m deep. The fill (1705) was loose, mid-grey-brown silty 

sand of a soft compaction with occasional sub angular stones, and was clearly very 

bioturbated. No finds were recovered.  
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Ditch 1706 (Fig. 14, 33) was on a N-S alignment and was located directly to the E of 

pit 1704 (Fig. 14, 20). The ditch was 0.8m wide and 0.28m deep with steep to vertical 

sides and uneven base. Two fills were identified. The primary fill (1707) was dark 

greyish-brown silty clay with occasional natural flint fragments and small sub angular 

stones. The secondary fill (1708) was moderately firm, mid grey-brown sandy clay 

with occasional small sub angular stones. 

 

Colluvium and other geological features 

 

Two large linear geophysical anomalies were proven to be geological in origin. The 

larger of the two was located in the western part of the site and targeted by Trenches 

02 and 06. The feature was proven to be colluvium filling a glacial depression in the 

slope. Some pottery was recovered from the top of the colluvium, with one sherd dated 

to probably the LBA in Trench 02. The colluvium was removed on request of the 

Norfolk Historic Environment Service. It had a depth of 1.4m but no archaeological 

features were found beneath it. The colluvial deposits recorded in Trench 02 and 06 

were a mid yellow-brown sandy silt containing occasional stone inclusions.  

 

The forked linear anomaly found in the central part of Trench 07 was examined and 

proven to be another geological feature. The layer was a well-sorted, compact silt layer 

without any larger inclusions. None of these layers were represented as a figure due to 

their rather non-descriptive nature.  

 

 

4. FINDS 

 

4.1 Pottery 

Paul Blinkhorn 

 

The pottery assemblage comprised 9 sherds with a total weight of 62g. It comprised a 

mixture of prehistoric, medieval, and post-medieval, as follows: 

 

EMW: Early Medieval Ware, 11
th 

- 15
th

 century (Jennings 1981, 22-5). 1 sherds, 8g. 

GRE: Glazed Red Earthenware, 16
th

 – 19
th

 century (Wade-Martins 1983). 4 sherds, 

40g. 

MOD: Miscellaneous 19
th

 and 20
th

 century Wares. 2 sherds, 9g. 

PH: Prehistoric. Black sandy fabric, sparse white flint up to 2mm, most 1mm or 

less. Late Bronze Age? 2 sherds, 5g. 

 

The pottery occurrence by number and weight of sherds per context by fabric type is 

shown in Table 1. Each date should be regarded as a terminus post quem. 

 

The sherd of PH from context 0204 is from a rim with an upright profile. All the others 

are bodysherds, and all are abraded to some degree, indicating that they are at least the 

product of secondary deposition, and could easily be residual.  
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 PH EMW GRE MOD  

Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

0204 1 4       LBA? 

0502     1 10   16thC 

0904 1 1       LBA? 

1204     2 10   16thC 

Tr13 U/S       2 9 U/S 

Tr16 U/S     1 20   U/S 

1607   1 8     14thC* 

Total 2 5 1 8 4 40 2 9  

  *context also produced medieval CBM 

Table 1: Pottery occurrence by number and weight (in g) of sherds per context by 

fabric type 

 

4.2 CBM 

Paul Blinkhorn 

 

A small assemblage of fired clay building material occurred. Most of it consisted of 

fairly small fragments in quite poor, abraded condition.  

 

The medieval roof-tiles are all in a orange-red sandy fabric with sparse iron. They were 

all 10-12mm thick, and most probably of late medieval date. The brick was in a similar 

fabric, although none of the original dimensions survived, as was the floor tile, with 

the single fragment being 30mm thick. None of the CBM had any traces of glaze.  

 
 Medieval Tile Modern Tile Brick Floor Tile Unident 

Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt 

U/S 1 17   1 34     

0202         1 6 

0304       1 112   

1204         2 12 

1205 3 98         

Tr13 U/S     1 16     

Tr14 Gully 1 4         

1504     3 56     

1604 1 39         

1606         2 56 

1607 2 38       11 48 

1612   2 47 9 252     

Total 8 196 2 47 14 358 1 112 16 122 

Table 2: CBM occurrence by number and weight (in g) of fragments per context by 

type 
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5. DISCUSSION 

 

The Site was heavily utilised in the past for sand quarrying and possibly other 

agricultural activity. The location of the anomalies identified in the geophysical survey 

was confirmed. 

 

The earliest dates from the site were provided by two abraded sherds, possibly LBA in 

origin. One of them was found within the colluvium in Trench 02 and the other in one 

of the ditches in Trench 09 (0905). However, given the varied, sandy geology of the 

site and the quarrying and reworking in later periods, this date is far from certain and 

the sherds could easily be residual.  

 

The majority of the features investigated on the site were undated and consist of linear 

ditches, furrows and pits, some of which were field boundaries.  

 

The geophysical survey identified a large rectangular enclosure, with a smaller 

enclosure on its NE corner. These enclosures were identified in some of the trenches 

and are undated: the circular enclosure was recorded in Trench 08 and was a wide, 

deep ‘V’-shaped ditch. The larger rectangular enclosure system was targeted by 

trenches on three of its sides but remains were only recorded on the northern and 

western side where it was found to be fairly shallow, perhaps indicating truncation 

during later use of the field, probably by ploughing. 

 

A modern field boundary was investigated in two trenches (Trenches 10 and 16). The 

feature corresponded with a field boundary known from the tithe map dated to the 19th 

century (http://www.historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/mapexplorer/), which shows the 

northern field being divided in two. A piece of medieval tile fragment was found. 

 

Another potential field boundary was identified in Trenches 11 and 12, containing 

post-medieval pottery.  

 

A group of features on the southern side of the northern field (Trench 16) indicated 

prolonged quarrying activity in the form of large quarry pits containing medieval 

pottery and 18th century clay pipe. Modern material only was recovered from a similar 

pit in the same trench. The 19th century tithe map did not show the pits, therefore it is 

probable that the quarrying activity stopped sometime before 1840. Another quarry pit 

was investigated in Trench 15 but was undated.  

 

No archaeological features were identified in the southern part of the Site. 

 

 

6. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

 

Overall, the archaeological evidence recovered during the evaluation represents a 

landscape of moderate agricultural activity. The Site was subdivided in the medieval to 

post-medieval period and used for quarrying over some time. Bronze Age and 

medieval pottery was found in some of the field boundaries and within the colluvial 

layers, most of it probably being residual in later features. 

 

  

http://www.historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/mapexplorer/
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APPENDIX 1: TRENCH AND CONTEXT SUMMARY 

 
Trench 01 Trench Depth 0.40-0.45m Trench Size 45m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0101 Topsoil: Loose medium grey/brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.25-0.30m - 

0102 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown clay 

turning more silty downhill. 

0.10-0.15m - 

0103 Natural: yellowish brown silty clay mixed with 

sand, with patches of gravel and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

0104 Cut of pit: sub-circular in plan with steep, 

almost straight sides, and a flat base. Half 

sectioned as it extended beyond the E-W edge 

of the trench. 

4.10m x 1.10m - 

0105 Primary fill of pit: mid yellowish brown to 

dark grey fill (very mixed), of a silty clayey 

material. Firm compaction and with occasional 

small sub-angular stones.  

1.50m x 0.96m 

x 0.60m 

- 

0106 Secondary fill of pit: dark greyish brown to 

light yellowish silty clay of a firm compaction 

with occasional sub angular stone inclusions. 

1.50m x 0.96m 

x 0.50m 

- 

One large pit.  

 

Trench 02 Trench Depth 0.55-1.35m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0201 Topsoil: Loose medium grey/brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.30-0.34m - 

0202 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand. 

0.20-0.95m - 

0203 Natural: yellowish brown silty clay mixed with 

sand, with patches of gravel and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

0204 Colluvial layer caused by glacial rift. One LBA 

find. 

- - 

No archaeology. 

 

Trench 03 Trench Depth 0.52-0.66m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0301 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.31-0.35m - 

0302 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.21-0.51m - 

0303 Natural: Slightly compact sandy silty clay with 

gravel patches and frequent flint inclusions. 

- - 

0304 Cut of gully. Linear in shape with gentle sides 

and a concave base. NE-SW orientation. 

Overlayed by rooting, possibly a hedgerow.  

1.50 + x 0.43 x 

0.16m  

- 

0305 Fill of gully. Medium grey brown silty sand of 

a friable compaction and with frequent flint 

and stone inclusions. Fragments of CBM 

found. 

1.50 + x 0.43 x 

0.16m 

- 

0306 Rooting hedgerow. Medium grey brown silty 

sand of a friable compaction with frequent 

flints and charcoal flecks.  

2.0 + x 0.98 x 

0.30m  

- 

0307 Fill of ditch. Greyish to mid-brown silty sand 

of a firm compaction and with frequent small 

sized stone inclusions. Dark brown patches 

1.80 + x 1.15 x 

0.30m 

- 
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which could signify bioturbation. One 

fragment of CBM. 

0308 Cut of ditch. Sub-linear in plan with steep S 

sides, which are gentler on the N edge. 

Concave base and NE-SW orientation.  

1.80 + x 1.15 x 

0.30m 

- 

One ditch and one gully, cut by rooting. 

 

Trench 04 Trench Depth 0.32-0.50m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0401 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.10-0.13m - 

0402 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.22-0.39m - 

0403 Natural: Slightly compact sandy silty clay with 

gravel patches and frequent flint inclusions. 

- - 

0404 Cut of gully. Linear in plan with gentle sloping 

sides and a concave base. E-W orientation.  

1.80 + x 0.52 x 

0.18m 

- 

0405 Fill of gully. Mid grey brown silty sand of a 

loose compaction with irregular stones and 

some CBM flecks. 

1.80 + x 0.52 x 

0.18m 

- 

One gully. 

 

Trench 05 Trench Depth 0.70-0.80m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0501 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.30-0.35m - 

0502 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown clayey 

sand with occasional irregular stones. One 

post-medieval pottery fragment. 

0.40m - 

0503 Natural: Slightly compact sandy silty clay with 

gravel patches and frequent flint inclusions. 

- - 

No Archaeology. 

 

Trench 06 Trench Depth 0.80-1m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0601 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.30m - 

0602 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.40-0.70m - 

0603 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

No Archaeology. 

 

Trench 07 Trench Depth 0.46-0.58m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0701 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.30m - 

0702 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.40-0.70m - 

0703 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

0704 Fill of a gully. Very sterile silty sand. No 

charcoal specks and no finds.  

1.8+ x 0.9m x 

0.22m 

- 

0705 Cut of a gully. Moderately steep sides, 1.8+ x 0.9m x - 
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widening towards E 0.22m 

No Archaeology. 

 

Trench 08 Trench Depth 0.34-0.62m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0801 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.10-0.34m - 

0802 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.19-0.42m - 

0803 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

0804 Secondary fill of ditch. Mid-brown silty sand 

of a moderate compaction and with frequent 

small and medium sized stones and flint 

fragments.  

1.80+ x 2.20 x 

0.40m 

- 

0805 Primary fill of ditch. Light yellow brown 

clayey sandy silt of a firm compaction. 

Medium to large sized stone inclusions and 

fragments of flint. 

1.80 + x 1.50 x 

0.30m 

- 

0806 Cut of ditch. Linear in plan with steep sides 

and a pointy, V-shaped base. NNW-SSE 

orientation.  

1.80 + x 2.30m 

x 1m 

- 

0807 Hedgerow. Medium grey brown silty sand of a 

loose compaction with irregular shaped stones 

and flints. Linear in shape with gentle sides 

and an irregular base. N-S orientation. 

1.80 + x 1.30 x 

0.20m 

- 

No Archaeology. 

 

Trench 09 Trench Depth 0.49-0.65m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

0901 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.29-0.33m - 

0902 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.16-0.25m - 

0903 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

0904 Fill of ditch/gully. Mid light greyish brown 

sand silt of a moderately firm compaction. 

Occasional medium to large stones and flints.  

1.80+ x 0.54 x 

0.18m 

- 

0905 Cut of gully. Linear in plan with gradual 

sloping sides and a concave base. WSW-ENE 

orientation.  

1.80+ x 0.54 x 

0.18m 

- 

0906 Fill of ditch. Mid to light brown sandy silt of a 

loose compaction with occasional angular 

sides. Pot finds. 

1.80 + x 0.72 x 

0.22m 

- 

0907 Cut of ditch. Linear in plan with steep sides 

and a concave base. WSW-ENE orientation.  

1.80 + x 0.72 x 

0.22m 

- 

0908 Fill of ditch. Mid-light grey brown sandy silt 

of a loose friable compaction with occasional 

natural flint nodules. 

1.07 x 0.82 x 

0.23m 

- 

0909 Cut of ditch. Linear in plan with steep sides 

and a concave base. ENE-WSW orientation.  

1.07 x 0.82 x 

0.23m 

Late Bronze Age 

One gully and two ditches. 
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Trench 10 Trench Depth 0.63-0.74m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1001 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.14-0.16m - 

1002 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.49-0.58m - 

1003 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

1004 Cut of ditch. Linear in plan with gentle, 

sloping sides and a concave base. N-S 

orientation.  

1.80+ x 0.82 x 

0.36m 

- 

1005 Fill of ditch. Mid grey brown sandy silt of a 

loose compaction. Frequent irregular stones 

and CBM pieces. 

1.80+ x 0.82 x 

0.36m 

- 

One ditch. 

 

Trench 11 Trench Depth 0.42-0.55m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1101 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.10-0.11m - 

1102 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.32-0.44m - 

1103 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

1104 Cut of gully. Linear in plan with moderately 

steep sides and an E-W orientation.  

1.80+ x 0.70 x 

0.28m 

- 

1105 Fill of gully. Medium orange brown silty sand 

of a friable compaction. Medium to large flint 

nodules and charcoal flecks. CBM fragments.  

1.80+ x 0.70 x 

0.28m 

- 

One ditch. 

 

Trench 12 Trench Depth 0.52-0.56m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1201 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.11-0.12m - 

1202 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.39-0.45m - 

1203 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

1204 Fill of small linear. Pot recovered from fill.  - Medieval 

1205 Cut of small linear.  - Medieval 

One small linear. 

 

Trench 13 Trench Depth 0.80-1m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1301 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.30m - 

1302 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.50-0.70m - 

1303 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 
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No archaeology. 

 

Trench 14 Trench Depth 0.60-0.83m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1401 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.20-0.33m - 

1402 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.30-0.60m - 

1403 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

1404 Cut of ditch. Linear in plan with moderate 

sides and a slightly sloping base. E-W 

orientation.  

1 x 1.06 x 

0.16m 

- 

1405 Fill of ditch. Dark greyish brown silty clay of a 

soft compaction with occasional small sub-

rounded stones. 

1 x 1.06 x 

0.16m 

- 

1406 Cut of possible pit. Irregular plan with 

moderate sides and a flat slightly tapered base.  

0.90 x 0.80 x 

0.34m 

 

1407 Fill of possible pit. Mid reddish-brown sand of 

a soft compaction with occasional small sub 

rounded stones. 

0.90 x 0.80 x 

0.34m 

 

Two ditches. 

 

Trench 15 Trench Depth 0.67-0.80m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1501 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.30-0.40m - 

1502 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.25-0.36m - 

1503 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

1504 Fill of quarry pit. Brown silty sand of a loose 

compaction with modern CBM, flints and 

chalk.  

2 x 0.30m - 

1505 Cut of quarry pit. Unclear plan with vertical 

sides (not visible in trench) and an irregular 

base.  

2 x 0.30m - 

One quarry pit 

 

Trench 16 Trench Depth 0.55-0.60m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1601 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.30-0.40m - 

1602 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.20-0.30m - 

1603 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

1604 Fill of gully. Greyish mid-brown silty sand of 

a firm compaction and small sized stone 

inclusions with occasional pieces of CBM. 

1.80+ x 1.05 x 

0.20m 

- 

1605 Cut of gully. Linear in plan with gently sloping 

sides and a flat base. WNW-ESE orientation.  

1.80+ x 1.05 x 

0.20m 

- 

1606 Cut of quarry pit. Irregular in plan with near 5m x 0.48m Early Medieval 
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vertical sides and an irregular base. 

1607 Primary fill of quarry pit. Dark grey brown 

sand of a loose compaction with occasional 

irregular stones.  

5m x 0.48m Early Medieval 

1608 Secondary fill of quarry pit. Mid grey brown 

silty sand of a loose compaction with charcoal 

flecks and irregular stones. CBM fragments, 

pottery, iron objects and clay pipe. 

5 m x 0.48m - 

1609 Cut of quarry pit. Irregular in plan with near 

vertical sides and an irregular base. CBM and 

twigs were recorded. 

5 m x 0.48m - 

1610 Fill of quarry pit. Mid grey brown silty sand of 

a loose compaction with CBM inclusions, 

charcoal flecks and irregular stones. 

5m x 0.48m - 

1611 Cut of quarry pit. Oval in shape with near 

vertical sides and a flat base.  

4.80m x 0.38m Post-Medieval 

1612 Fill of quarry pit. Mid grey brown silty sand of 

a loose compaction with irregular stones, 

charcoal flecks and CBM. Iron object 

recorded.  

4.80m x 0.38m Post-Medieval 

One gully and three quarry pits. 

 

Trench 17 Trench Depth 0.76-0.90m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1701 Topsoil: Loose medium grey brown silty sand 

with occasional irregular stones. 

0.33-0.35m - 

1702 Subsoil: Friable medium orange brown silty 

sand with charcoal flecks and occasional 

irregular stones. 

0.35-0.45m - 

1703 Natural: Slightly compact yellow sandy clay 

with gravel patches and frequent flint 

inclusions. 

- - 

1704 Cut of pit. Sub circular plan with steep to 

straight sides and uneven, disturbed base. 

Moderately wide but shallow pit. 

1.15 x 0.50m - 

1705 Fill of pit. Mid greyish brown clayey sand of a 

soft compaction with occasional small sub 

angular stones, heavy rooting turbation. No 

finds. 

1.15 x 0.50m - 

1706 Cut of ditch. Linear in plan with steep to 

straight sides and an uneven, disturbed base 

due to heavy rooting. 

1 x 0.80 x 

0.28m 

- 

1707 Primary fill of ditch. Dark greyish brown silty 

clay of a firm compaction with occasional 

natural flint fragments and small sub angular 

stones. Heavy rooting disturbance. 

1 x 0.70 x 

0.07m 

- 

1708 Secondary fill of ditch. Mid greyish brown 

ssand clay of a soft compaction with 

occasional natural flint fragments and small 

sub angular stones. Moderate rooting 

disturbance. 

1x 0.80 x 

0.21m 

- 

one ditch. 

 

Trench 18 Trench Depth 0.58-0.80m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1801 Topsoil: Soft mid greyish brown sandy silt 

with very occasional sub angular and small 

natural flint. Occasional charcoal inclusions. 

0.27-0.31m - 

1802 Subsoil: Mid red brown silty sand with 0.30-0.49m - 
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occasional charcoal flecks and very occasional 

scattered gravel. 

1803 Natural: Loose dark yellow to light brown sand 

with scattered manganese flecks and angular 

stones. Occasional groups of large flint 

nodules. 

- - 

No archaeology. 

 

Trench 19 Trench Depth 0.60-0.80m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

1901 Topsoil: Turf with layer of compacted greyish 

brown silty organic.  

0.30-0.35m - 

1902 Subsoil: Layer of compacted silty clay. 0.25-0.30m - 

1903 Natural: yellowy orange silty sand on the W 

end, changing to yellow orange silty clay. 

- - 

No archaeology. 

 

Trench 21 Trench Depth 0.36-0.50m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

2101 Topsoil: Turf with layer of compacted greyish 

brown silty organic. 

0.25-0.28m - 

2102 Subsoil: Layer of compacted silty clay. 0.05-0.10m - 

2103 Natural: Yellowy orange silty sand on the W 

end, changing to yellow orange silty clay. 

- - 

No archaeology. 

 

Trench 22 Trench Depth 0.16-0.90m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

2201 Topsoil: Soft to loose mid to light greyish 

brown sand silt. 

0.19-0.28m - 

2202 Subsoil: Mid to light red yellowish brown silty 

sand. 

0.00-0.55m - 

2203 Natural: soft to loose dark yellowish brown 

sand with very occasional angular and sub 

angular flint nodules. 

- - 

No archaeology. 

 

Trench 23 Trench Depth 0.36-0.50m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

2301 Topsoil: Turf with layer of compacted greyish 

brown silty organic. 

0.25-0.28m - 

2302 Subsoil: Layer of heavily ploughed silty clay. 0.05-0.10m - 

2303 Natural: yellowy orange silty sand on the W 

end, changing to yellow orange silty clay. 

- - 

No archaeology. 

 

Trench 24 Trench Depth 0.60-0.70m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

2401 Topsoil: Turf with layer of compacted greyish 

brown silty organic. 

0.30-0.37m - 

2402 Subsoil: colluvial silty sand. 0.25-0.33m - 

2403 Natural: yellowy orange silty sand on the W 

end, changing to yellow orange silty clay. 

- - 

No archaeology. 

 

 

 

 



BLRN/MK189/19/5 23 CFA 

Trench 25 Trench Depth 0.40-0.50m Trench Size 50m x 2m 

Context Description Dimensions (m) Date 

2501 Topsoil: Turf with layer of compacted greyish 

brown silty organic. 

0.30-0.30m - 

2502 Subsoil: colluvial silty sand. 0.10-0.20m - 

2503 Natural: yellowy orange silty sand on the W 

end, changing to yellow orange silty clay. 

- - 

No archaeology. 
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Fig.13 - Plan of 1606, 1609 and 1611 in Trench 16
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Fig. 30 - SSW-facing section of gully 1605
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Fig. 34 - North facing section of Hedgerow (0808)

The copyright in this document (including its electronic form) shall remain vested in CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) but the Client shall have a licence to copy and use the document for the purpose for which it was provided. CFA shall not be liable for the
use by any person of this document for any purpose other than that for which the same was provided by CFA. This document shall not be reproduced in whole or in part or relied upon by third parties for any use whatsoever without the express

written authority of CFA.

Report.No:

Project:

Title: Client:

Scale at A4:
Fig. No:

Broomhill Lane,

Reepham, Norfolk

Lanpro on behalf of Lovell Ltd.

1:20

Drawn by:

CA

Checked: Date:

18/02/2020

AN
MK189/19 30-34

CFA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

Sections

miltonkeynes@cfa-archaeology.co.uk

T: 01908 226 124

www.cfa-archaeology.co.uk

M: 07741 313975

Suite 11

Letchworth House

Chesney Wold, Bleak Hall
Milton Keynes, MK6 1NE

Key:

Stone

0 1m



The copyright in this document (including its electronic form) shall remain vested in CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) but the Client shall have a licence to copy and use the document for the purpose for which it was provided. CFA shall not be liable for the use by any 
person of this document for any purpose other than that for which the same was provided by CFA. This document shall not be reproduced in whole or in part or relied upon by third parties for any use whatsoever without the express written authority of CFA.

Project:

Report No: Fig. No:

Drawn by: Checked: Date:CFA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD Client:

18/02/20
Suite 11
Letchworth House
Chesney Wold, Bleak Hall
Milton Keynes, MK6 1NE

T: 01908 226 124
M: 07741 313975

www.cfa-archaeology.co.uk
miltonkeynes@cfa-archaeology.co.uk

Broomhill Lane, Reepham, Norfolk

MK189/19 35-36

CA ANLanpro on behalf of Lovell Ltd.
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Fig. 36 - E facing section of pit 0104
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Fig. 37 - N facing section of ditch 0806

Fig. 38 - SE facing section of gully 0907
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